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BIDDING ON TRAVEL – Auction lets you see the world for a good cause

	The gift of travel

	Online travel auction site Generous Adventures provides super vacation savings and donates to worthy charities

	

	By Adrien Glover
ARTHUR FROMMER'S BUDGET TRAVEL


Mar. 17 —  Let’s be clear from the get-go, Generous Adventures is not just for tree-huggers. The online travel auction Web site does donate all of its profits to groups whose lofty missions include keeping the world healthy, safe, and green, but it also gives travelers a chance to bid on terrific trips at amazing savings. What could be better than supporting worthy charities while also nabbing great travel bargains?

THE CONCEPT OF FEEL-GOOD travel may be a foreign idea for most, but Generous Adventures makes vacationing for goodwill an easy first choice. Through its Web site, Generous Adventures (www.generousadventures.com) interested travelers can bid in increments of $25 on a vacation of their choice, picking from categories such as resorts & lodging, outdoor adventures, nature & wildlife, and special interests. On Generous Adventures’ Web site, there can be as many as 100 auctions going on at the same time, and anyone who’s spent hours on ebay knows that bids can change from moment to moment. The average auction runs for two weeks, and it’s common for travelers to purchase travel items for far less than face value. The site’s passionate director, Sally Oberstein, says, “We get letters regularly from travelers saying how good it feels to pay less but still know the money they’re spending goes to a good cause.”

How would you like to purchase a seven-day turtle-rific adventure in the Galapagos Islands that normally runs $1,125 for just $475, or book a six-day backcountry ski package in Northeast Oregon whose regular value is $395 for a mere $100?

A TASTE OF THE SUPERB SAVINGS 

       Typically, Generous Adventures introduces travel items at 60 percent of their face value (but sometimes far less, and on occasion more), which means successful bidders can often run away with whale watches, Borneo jungle expeditions, and elephant tours in Northern Thailand for a song. There are too many radically reduced trips (that also make you feel warm and fuzzy inside) to list in the space of this article, but we can tell you that Generous Adventures recently sold a vacation package “Capture Crete” an eight-day Greek odyssey led by travel photographer Steve Outram—a package that is valued at $1,945—for $775. 
       How would you like to purchase a seven-day turtle-rific adventure in the Galapagos Islands that normally runs $1,125 for just $475, or book a six-day backcountry ski package in Northeast Oregon whose regular value is $395 for a mere $100? Generous Adventures has evened auctioned off travel items with a retail value as high as $10,000. (For the curious, the royally priced five-day stay at the Ultima Thule Resort in Chitina, Alaska went for $2,475.)

MAKING THE WORLD A BETTER PLACE THROUGH TRAVEL

Generous Adventures’ vacations run the gamut but tend to veer toward the exotic hands-on type o’ trip. The one uniting detail is that all tour operators are either a) environmentally friendly or b) focused on the health and well being of the locals, and in a few cases both. Just recently the site has expanded its giving schedule and now rotates its recipients on a quarterly basis, typically giving to three charities at a time. At the moment, Generous Adventures is passing on 100 percent of its profits to the National Parks Conservation Association, International Breast Cancer Research Foundation (www.ibcrf.org), and Cross-Cultural Solutions, a company that organizes international volunteer vacations in troubled communities in Tanzania, Brazil, India, and Ghana, among other countries.

BROWSE, BID, BUY, GIVE, PACK

Registering with Generous Adventures is free and painless. Once you’re in the system, it’s a cinch to browse and bid. You can use a keyword search to for a specific destination, or you can simply scroll through the lists of travel items at your leisure. Just click on the “bid” button if something strikes your fancy. Unlike many of the vicious bidding wars that have been known to erupt at auction houses, virtual or not, Generous Adventures’ online competition is tame.
       The site emails you automatically if you win, or are knocked out of the running. Once you’re officially declared a winner, you have to give your credit card number, but not before—a detail that makes the whole process seem a little less intimidating for first-time online auction participants.

THE SUM OF SUCCESS
       Other charities in line to receive donations from the impressively philanthropic Generous Adventures include the Rainforest Action Network, Canadian Centre for Pollution Prevention, and the Pediatric Aids Research Foundation. Sally Oberstein, who says that, while it passes on the bulk of what it takes in to non-profit organizations, the site itself enjoys for-profit status. “There’s a huge difference between profit and proceeds. We give away all we can (the profit) and keep enough for our small dedicated staff of four to survive.”
       To date, Generous Adventures’ donations have totaled more than $131,000. Anyone interested in helping that number grow should visit www.generousadventures.com and place their bid on a travel item today. Who knows? Maybe you’ll be the one who walks away with a bargain bike tour in Sicily AND the knowledge that you are, in some small way, helping to save the world.

