Arthur Frommer’s Daily Newsletter, September, 2000.

Check out the Only All-Travel Benefit Auction on the Internet! Cheap, Charitable, and Environmentally Sound
The Alaska-based, purely altruistic Generous Adventures (working in conjunction with the Center for Alaskan Coastal Studies, www.akcoastalstudies.org) is one of the "good guys." 

It’s an online travel auction site that makes cheap travel possible, promotes eco-friendly travel, and best of all, dedicates all its profits to a selected beneficiary. The site (www.generousadventures.com) has about 100 Adventure/Special Interest offers: Amazon jungle adventures, safaris, kayaking expeditions, and a few items that are truly unique, such as a cooking class at the Santa Fe School of Cooking, or a one-week trek as the guest of the Navajo people.

A few items are added to the site each week, and all items are up for auction until December 10, at which point the winners pay their bid prices, and all profits are donated to the Natural Resources Defense Council. 

The site is easy to use. When you register (free), you're given an ID number. Browse the items in the inventory categories--resorts & lodging, outdoor adventures, nature & wildlife, exotic destinations, and special interests--and when you find an item you'd like, click on the "bid" button and enter your amount. Bidding is in $25 increments, so don´t get too carried away. You supply e-mail address, ID number, and other info (not your credit card number, however, which you divulge only upon winning). Whether you win or you´re outbid, you're notified by e-mail. You may then return to the site and bid as many times as you can afford. 

Generous Adventures is the only all-travel benefit auction on the Internet. Inclusion in the current NRDC Internet auction is by invitation only; all the items up for auction have been donated by travel organizations that are deemed environmentally sound. 

Sally Oberstein, the site's director, has been executing auction fundraisers since 1994 and started Generous Adventures in 1997 as an offline program, raising money to benefit environmental organizations as well as young individuals needing life-saving operations. In 1997, she teamed up with Kevin Bell, a retired schoolteacher and independent tour operator who specializes in kayaking (and whose Web site, www.truenorthkayak.com, has donated an item to the current online auction). It was Kevin's idea to take the Generous Adventures mission into cyberspace, and the current online auction was born. 

