	Top of Form


Bottom of Form



	


 HYPERLINK "http://www.frommers.com/destinations/" 
[image: image2.png]DESTINATIONS'





 HYPERLINK "http://www.frommers.com/activities/" 
[image: image3.png]ACTIVITIES





 HYPERLINK "http://www.frommers.com/guidebooks/" 
[image: image4.png]GUIDEBOOKS





 HYPERLINK "http://www.frommers.com/deals/" 
[image: image5.png]DEALS





 HYPERLINK "http://www.frommers.com/book_a_trip/" 
[image: image6.png]'BOOK A TRIP





 HYPERLINK "http://www.frommers.com/community/" 
[image: image7.png]COMMUNITY.





 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.frommers.com/images/topnav/tab_8blank.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
[image: image8.png]





	


News & Highlights

To Give is Better than to Receive: Take to the Air with a Halo by Using Travel Charities
Activities: Tips and Resources 
Author: Sascha Segan
Updated December 19, 2003 -- We love it when we meet people who are purely good guys -- they've got no other motive than making people happy through travel. So we can enthusiastically recommend Generous Adventures, a unique travel auction Web site where you get to take trips that support both a small nonprofit business and a rotating crew of worthy charities.

Generous Adventures has run auctions since 1997, and they work just like most other online travel auctions. You pick your trip off a long list of currently offered options, bid, and hope you win. As on eBay, you can also enter a "maximum bid" so you'll still pay as little as possible, but Generous Adventures will automatically increase your bid if others start bidding.

Here's the unique factor: almost all of the trips on GA's site are donated, and about 45% of the final bid amount goes straight to GA's specified charities. At the moment, the lucky groups are the Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation and the Angeles Chapter of the Sierra Club, but the list changes quarterly.

Generous Adventures trips tend towards the exotic and the cozy. You've got to be adventurous: there are no New York City trips or flights to Paris here. (The closest you'll get to NYC would be a night at a scenic Hudson Valley inn.)

Lots of nights at country B&Bs are available, as well as rafting odysseys, birdwatching trips, diving adventures and fishing trips. The one component missing is air travel: GA hasn't been able to find any airlines willing to donate trips, so you'll have to get to the trip's location on your own.

According to Sally Oberstein, GA's founder, most of their trips are in the US and Canada, with some destinations in Europe, Mexico and the Caribbean, and the occasional trip elsewhere in the world. If you'd like to go somewhere in particular, Oberstein says to send her an email at info@generousadventures.com or give her a call at 907/235-2228 and she'll try to find some options for you.

That sort of personal service also sets GA apart from other travel sites -- especially from other auction sites. GA is a small, Alaska-based nonprofit, and it's easy to get Oberstein or other decision-makers on the horn if you have questions or comments. Just remember they're on Alaska time, which is an hour earlier than Pacific time. 

We wouldn't recommend GA if they didn't have bargains, and they do. Oberstein says AG auctions start at 60% below retail price, and many auctions end well below retail price. Recent shockers included a week at a beach resorts in the Bahamas, usually $1449, which was won for $600, and a helicopter tour of Toronto that's normally $65, a steal at $25.

GA adds new trips at least once a week, and auctions take 4-6 weeks -- so they always have a few ending. Go check out the options at www.generousadventures.com and see how your travel dollars can help change the world. 

